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EDUCATION CENTRE

Weather Policy

Excursions

If the forecast maximum temperature for the day is 36°C or above, most excursions will be cancelled.
Exceptions may be made only after a risk assessment and with approval from the leadership team.
Parents/carers will be informed via text message on the morning of the excursion.
Excursion planning must also consider:

- UV index (outdoor activities restricted if UV index is 3 or above without adequate shade).

- Air Quality Index (AQI) — excursions cancelled if AQl is “Poor” or worse.

- Bushfire danger ratings — excursions will not proceed on Catastrophic fire danger days.

Outdoor Play (Heat and Sun Protection)

e |fthe temperature at recess or lunch reaches:

> 36°C (or lower if extreme hot winds are present) — all outdoor play is cancelled. Students remain in
classrooms or the hall.

e Additional requirements:
- Staff will actively check students for heat stress (flushed skin, lethargy, dehydration).
- Students must wear SunSmart hats and use sunscreen when outdoors.
- OQutdoor activities are restricted when UV index > 3, regardless of temperature.

*Please refer to Sun Protection Policy for more information regarding Sun Smart procedures.

Outdoor Play (Wet Weather) .

Admin will assess conditions before recess and/or lunch. If unsafe, a PA announcement will advise staff
that play is indoors.

Students will be supervised in classrooms or the hall, following the normal duty roster.

Parents are encouraged to provide spare clothing, as students may engage in puddle play. If unavailable,
parents will be contacted to supply dry clothes.

Air Quality and Environmental Hazards

Outdoor play and excursions are restricted if air quality is rated “Poor” or worse (e.g., smoke from
bushfires, dust storms).

Staff will follow SA Health and Department for Education guidelines for student safety during poor air
quality events.

Individual Health and Wellbeing Adjustments

Staff must consider individual student health plans when making weather-related decisions.

Students with specific vulnerabilities (e.g., epilepsy, respiratory conditions, mobility impairments) may
require earlier withdrawal from heat or poor air quality.

Staff will use visual supports, social stories, and predictable routines to help students adapt to
changes in play or excursion plans.

I am safe I am friendly I am responsible
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